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Aiding Prediction Skills while
Previewing a New Text

Preview the cover of the book
Look at the illustrations and headings
Based on the clues found in the text &
your background knowledge, predict
what the book may be about.



Using Prediction During
Reading

Stop periodically and use clues from the
reading to make or change your
predictions
Check your predictions to see if they
were accurate.



Fiction Prediction

Prediction is based on information from
the text and prior knowledge.
Knowledge of fictional text structures
such as characters, setting, problem,
and resolution aids prediction.



Non-fiction Prediction

Text headings, illustrations, and
features such as maps, captions, and
tables help students make logical
predictions.
Background knowledge of the subject
matter also aids prediction.



Vocabulary Language
Prediction

The teacher creates a list of words
(vocabulary) or phrases related to the
key story elements (characters, setting,
problem, and solution) found in the text.



VLP for The Fortune-Tellers
by Lloyd Alexander

fortune-teller
prediction
famous
room

miserable
wealth

crystal ball
carpenter
benefactor

prophet
future



Vocabulary Language
Prediction

famous
wealth
benefactor

miserable
prediction

crystal ball
future
room

Fortune-
teller
Carpenter
Prophet
benefactor

SolutionProblemSettingCharacters

Next, have the students sort the words into the correct column.



Vocabulary Language
Prediction Sequence

1. The teacher creates a list of words or
phrases.

2. The students are pre-taught the meaning of
the vocabulary words.

3. The words are sorted into story element
categories.

4. The students write their own story
(individually or in small groups) using the
words to predict what will happen in the
original story.



Vocabulary Language
Prediction Sequence

5. The students share their stories with
the rest of the class.

6. The class makes predictions about the
story.

7. The students read the original story.
8. The class confirms or disproves their

earlier predictions.



Anticipation Guides

¥Anticipation guides or Òpre-reading
questionnairesÓ are a great way to activate
prior knowledge.  The best part is the
Òtreasure huntÓ the students go through to
confirm or disprove their predictions.

¥Some experts suggest using just 3-5
questions listed in chronological order.
However, I usually have about 10 questions.



Creating Anticipation Guides

Suggestions for creating Anticipation Guides:
oDetermine the main ideas the text

presents.
oWrite short declarative statements about

the main ideas.
¥Write questions that raise anticipation

and prediction about the subject.



Made for  Speed by Ramsden

True    False                1. Light travels at a speed of 186,000 miles
            per hour.

True    False         2. If you could travel at the speed of light,
            youÕd go around the Earth twice in a 
            second!

True    False         3. A light year is the distance light travels
            in one year.



Anticipation Guide Process

1. Have the students read and respond to the
anticipation guide.

2. Have the students discuss their predictions with a
partner and then in small groups.

3. Discuss the studentsÕ predictions as a whole class.
(Ask why they chose &/or changed their answers.)

4. Have the students read the text.
5. Compare the studentsÕ predictions to the text.



DRTA: Directed Reading
Thinking Activity

¥This strategy teaches the skill of making
predictions.  Good readers make predictions and
draw conclusions about their accuracy.  They
arenÕt always right, and shouldnÕt be.  This is
how they build their inferencing skills.  The
teacher picks the stopping and starting places.
(Where they make predictions and where they
check their predictions, according to the text.)



DRTA: Directed Reading
Thinking Activity

What do you think will happen next?
Why do you think that will happen?

If "yes:"
Explain how your prediction happened.

What do you think will happen next?
Why do you think that will happen?

If "no:"
What happened instead of your prediction?

Did your prediction happen?

What do you think the story will be about?
Why do you think that will happen?



DRTA: Directed Reading
Thinking Activity

1.

2.

1.

2.

What Really Happened:Prediction:


