Primary Guided Reading Lesson Plan

	Title: We Are Best Friends by Aliki 
	Genre: Realistic Fiction
	Text Structure:

   X  Narrative         Informational
	Level: H

	Literacy Standard:  7: Comprehension

Content Standard: 2: Relationships
	Essential Questions: What is a friend?

How can I show I care for a friend?



	Enduring Understanding: I can care for friends near and far

Language Objective: Make inferences and draw conclusions from text
	

	Before Reading

	Vocabulary: tadpole, “Inkywiddles”

Activate/Build Prior Knowledge:

Discussion: Have you had a best friend move away?

Talk about how quotation marks are used.
	Phonics/Mechanics: Notice how quotation marks are used.

Comprehension Strategy: 

Inferring: What can I infer from pictures and dialogue.

	During Reading

	Using appropriate Guided reading strategies, students will be reading at their own pace and teachers will be listening to students read, monitoring, giving feedback, taking anecdotal notes and running records.

Attend to Comprehension Within, Beyond, & About the text:

	After Reading

	(The following things are ideas that can be used either before, during, or after to aide in comprehension and understanding of the text)

There are no page numbers in this book, so the lesson will refer to events in the book. 

1. Read the story together until Peter moves away. Have students notice how quotation marks are used. Discuss whether Peter and Robert are good friends. What did they say that might make you wonder if they are good friends? Do you still think they are good friends?

2. Read together to the snow scene. Have the students pay careful attention to the pictures. Ask the students how Robert is feeling? How do they know? Do the words tell them? Tell them the way they know is called inferring. Words may not tell them about Robert, but his words and the pictures do.

3. Read the next page together. Why is Robert thinking bad thoughts about Will? Is he being a good friend?

4. Read the next two pages together. How do you think Robert felt when he got the letter? Why did he mention that there was a new kid?

5. Read the next four pages. Discuss what happened. Discuss what a tadpole and their new name for it. Ask them if they have unique names for things.

6. Finish the book. Can Robert have more than one friend at a time? Can Robert have a friend that I faraway. Discuss what makes a friend.

7. Have the students reread the letter in the book.

8. Have students write a letter to a friend or a pretend friend who has moved away.

9. Have students share their letter with a group member.

Attend to Comprehension Within, Beyond, & About the text:

	Content Core Integration:(Science, Soc. St., Math, etc.)               Activities
	

	Assessment:

Write anecdotal notes about student responses. Do they understand what an inference is? Do they understand what a friend is.
	


*Not all activities will be done in each lesson.  Some lessons may take multiple days to complete. However, all students should be reading each time you meet.

